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and growing Power.    All Chinese officials who came
into contact with European diplomacy, and notably
the Chinese Legations abroad, united, for reasons
that should have been obvious, in proclaiming the
genuineness of China's rapid "awakening " ; so that,
from 1885 to 1894 the vision of the Yellow Peril
increased   in   Europe   and   America   and   finally
attained to serious dimensions.    Among the many
books published abroad concerning China at that
period there were few which did not contain chapters
on "China arming35 and "the awakening of the
giant **;   the opinions (never quite disinterested) of
the German Emperor and Sir Robert Hart were
freely quoted in support of these ideas ;  and all the
prophets united to swell the chorus, which proclaimed
Li Hung-chang as the master-builder of   the new
dispensation.    We shall have occasion to consider
in due course what were his qualifications for that
onerous task and what the results of his twenty years
of naval and military organisation.   For the present,
suffice it to say that, while Li was  able to kpater
le bourgeois abroad, and, through the medium of the
foreign Press, to create an exaggerated impression of
China's military efficiency and resources, his  own
countrymen of the educated classes never accepted
him or his activities at anything like the valuation
placed upon them in England, or America, or Russia
His Viceregal colleagues in particular, while fully
approving his face-saving policy, must have b^en
well aware that the foundations on which all this new
prestige rested wore just as fundamentally unsomd
as any other administrative business in China.
knew that, behind the imposing-looking fleet and
forts with their modern armament, the